
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
U.S. EMBASSY Bucharest
Notice of Funding Opportunity

Funding Opportunity Title: 	Small Grants for Alumni Projects	
Application Period: 		July 1, 2020 – August 1, 2020
Total Amount Available: 		$ 15,000 per grant



A. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The U.S. Embassy in Bucharest, Public Affairs Section, announces an open competition for teams of Romanian alumni of U.S. government-sponsored exchange programs to apply for a grant of up to $ 15,000 each to organize programs to promote current Embassy priorities.   Teams should consist of two to four alumni; the team members do not need to be alumni of the same program.  The alumni can choose to partner with an NGO for implementation purposes.  Contingent on funding availability, five grants are expected to be awarded to different projects.  

This funding opportunity is designed to help the Embassy build upon investments the U.S. Government has made in sending Romanians on exchange programs and to assist strategic alumni engagement efforts directly support U.S. foreign policy objectives.  

Alumni are invited to propose innovative projects that address one of the themes described below:

· Fostering Economic Prosperity:  Projects promote or develop best practices to nurture more gender-diverse business ownership, as well as innovative ventures that more broadly benefit society.  Activities may include skills training, building awareness of job resources, or promoting job creation through information on entrepreneurship or business development.  Proposals to create for-profit businesses or directly employ workers are not eligible for funding. 

· Retraining Workers in the Post-COVID-19 Economy:  Projects provide tools for unemployed workers that were laid-off due to the pandemic to develop existing skills or retrain workers in a different field that would maximize their chances for obtaining a job.  Proposals to create for-profit businesses or directly employ workers are not eligible for funding. 

· Advancing Science, Technology, Health, and Innovation:  Projects promote awareness of, and nurture, a healthy innovation economy and/or provide training in science, technology, health, or innovation, such as access to clean water, public health, food security, or use of innovative technology for job preparation.  Proposals to provide direct social services (e.g., medicine) to a population are not eligible for funding.  

· Promoting Inclusion and Educational Opportunity:  Projects promote opportunity for education, particularly for under-represented or marginalized groups.  Projects may also include mentorship programs in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) or English language.  

Detailed program information, guidelines, budget requirements, and proposal forms are located below.  The deadline for proposals is August 1, 2020.  The winning proposals will be announced no later than August 31, 2020.  Proposed programs should be completed by March 31, 2021.

Please follow all instructions below carefully.  Proposals that do not meet the requirements of this announcement or fail to comply with the stated requirements are ineligible. Also note that the proposals may not include purchase of equipment, such as but not limited to computers, printers, and mobile phones.

All application materials must be submitted by email to PASGrants@state.gov

Content of Application

Please ensure:
· The proposal clearly addresses the priorities listed in this funding opportunity
· All documents are in English
· All budgets are in U.S. dollars
· All pages are numbered
· All documents are formatted to 8 ½ x 11 paper, and
· All Microsoft Word documents are single-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, with a minimum of 1-inch margins.

The following documents are required.  Please use the forms for either individuals or organizations, depending on how you are applying, as an individual or as an organization if the project is developed in partnership with an NGO:  

1. Mandatory application forms
· SF424 (Application for Federal Assistance) 
· SF424A (Budget Information for Non-Construction programs) 
· SF424B (Assurances for Non-Construction programs) 

2. Summary Page: Cover sheet stating the applicants’ names and organizations, USG-sponsored program of which they are alumni, proposal date, program title, program period proposed start and end date, and brief purpose of the program.

3. Proposal (Six pages maximum, not including budget): 
 
· Proposal Summary: Short narrative that outlines the proposed program, including program objectives and anticipated impact.
· Problem Statement:   Clear, concise and well-supported statement of the problem to be addressed and why the proposed program is needed
· Program Goals and Objectives:  The “goals” describe what the program is intended to achieve.  The “objectives” refer to the intermediate accomplishments on the way to the goals. These should be achievable and measurable.
· Program Activities: Describe the program activities and how they will help achieve the objectives. 
· Program Methods and Design:  A description of how the program is expected to work to solve the stated problem and achieve the goal.  Include a logic model as appropriate. 
· Proposed Program Schedule and Timeline:  The proposed timeline for the program activities.  Include the dates, times, and locations of planned activities and events.
· Key Personnel:  Names, titles, roles and experience/qualifications of key personnel involved in the program.  What proportion of their time will be used in support of this program?  
· Program Partners:  List the names and type of involvement of key partner organizations and sub-awardees.
· Program Monitoring and Evaluation Plan: This is an important part of successful grants. Throughout the time-frame of the grant, how will the activities be monitored to ensure they are happening in a timely manner, and how will the program be evaluated to make sure it is meeting the goals of the grant?
· Future Funding or Sustainability:  Applicants’ plan for continuing the program beyond the grant period, or the availability of other resources, if applicable.

4. Budget Justification Narrative:  After filling out the SF-424A Budget (above), use a separate sheet of paper to describe each of the budget expenses in detail.  See section D. Other Information: Guidelines for Budget Submissions below for further information.

B. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

1. Criteria

Each application will be evaluated and rated based on the evaluation criteria outlined below. 

· Quality and Feasibility of the Program Idea – 25 points:  The program idea is well developed, with detail about how program activities will be carried out. The proposal includes a reasonable implementation timeline.   
· Monitoring and evaluation plan – 25 points:  Applicants demonstrate they can measure program success against key indicators and provide milestones to indicate progress toward goals outlined in the proposal. The program includes output and outcome indicators and shows how and when those will be measured.
· Program Planning/Ability to Achieve Objectives – 20 points:  Goals and objectives are clearly stated, and program approach is likely to provide maximum impact in achieving the proposed results.
· Budget – 15 points: The budget justification is detailed.  Costs are reasonable in relation to the proposed activities and anticipated results. The budget is realistic, accounting for all necessary expenses to achieve proposed activities. 
· Sustainability – 15 points: Program activities will continue to have positive impact after the end of the program.

2. Review and Selection Process

A Grants Review Committee will evaluate all eligible applications. 

C. FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

1. Federal Award Notices

The grant award will be written, signed, awarded, and administered by the Grants Officer. The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document and it will be provided to the recipient for review and signature by email. The recipient may only start incurring program expenses beginning on the start date shown on the grant award document signed by the Grants Officer.

If a proposal is selected for funding, the Department of State has no obligation to provide any additional future funding. Renewal of an award to increase funding or extend the period of performance is at the discretion of the Department of State. 

Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. government, nor does it commit the U.S. government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of proposals. Further, the U.S. government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received.

An initial payment of 40% will be paid upon awarding of the contract, payable by electronic transfer.  An additional 50% will be paid upon full completion and approval of the materials and plan for distribution.  The final 10% will be paid upon full completion of the project and submission of the final report.

2. Reporting

Recipients will be required to submit financial reports and program reports.  The award document will specify how often these reports must be submitted.  At a minimum, grantees will be required to submit a financial and program report prior to the second payment, a program report after the first training session or activity, and a final program and financial report, detailing all results, lessons learned, and accounting for all funds.

D. OTHER INFORMATION 

Guidelines for Budget Justification
Personnel and Fringe Benefits:  Describe the wages, salaries, and benefits of temporary or permanent staff who will be working directly for the applicants on the program, the percentage of their time that will be spent on the program, and the duration of time they will be working on the program.

Travel:  Estimate the costs of travel and per diem for this program, for program staff, consultants or speakers, and participants/beneficiaries. If the program involves international travel, include a brief statement of justification for that travel.

Supplies:  List and describe all the items and materials that are needed for the program. 

Contractual:  Describe goods and services that the applicant plans to acquire through a contract with a vendor.  Also describe any sub-awards to non-profit partners that will help carry out the program activities.
 
Other Direct Costs: Describe other costs directly associated with the program, which do not fit in the other categories. For example, shipping costs for materials and equipment or applicable taxes. All “Other” or “Miscellaneous” expenses must be itemized and explained.

Indirect Costs:  These are costs that cannot be linked directly to the program activities, such as overhead costs needed to help keep the organization operating.  If your organization has a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate (NICRA) and includes NICRA charges in the budget, attach a copy of your latest NICRA. Organizations that have never had a NICRA may request indirect costs of 10% of the modified total direct costs as defined in 2 CFR 200.68.
  
Cost Sharing:  These are contributions from the organization or other entities other than the U.S. Embassy.   It also includes in-kind contributions such as volunteers’ time and donated venues.


